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Noel Wellington Discusses the Myola Art Project   

A flyer is in the process of being distributed to the Myola and Callala Beach  

communities to continue the conversations about the final stages of the  

pathway project that links our communities. Turn to page 5 for an interview 

with Noel. 
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Tree Scarring 

An ancient practice reveals 
a lot about Indigenous life  

 

Save the Date Boys 
(and Girls)! 
-ÅÎȭÓ 3ÈÅÄȟ ÈÏÔ ÒÏÄÓȟ 
motor bikes, tools, trash 
and treasure. August 27th 
promises to be a terrific 
fundraiser 
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Presidentsȭ Report 
 

We had the opening of stage 2 of the Callala Beach 
to Myola Pathway. This event, although held on 
Tuesday mid-week, was well attended by locals, 
politicians, and Shoalhaven City Council General 
Manager and some staff. Shelley Hancock, our local 
State Member delivered a speech on the floor of 
Parliament about the pathway project and stated 
that it was a fine example of community efforts 
coming to fruition through hard and dedicated 
work. A big thanks to all the Progress crew, 
volunteers Shoalhaven City Council, Shelley 
Hancock who continue to support this project as we 
move towards the beginning of stage 3. 

Sam Gordon from South Coast Mariculture 
conveyed at a recent community meeting and via 
verbal correspondence after some investigation 
that a subsurface growing system is not viable for 
use in the Jervis Bay aquaculture leases, as the 
overall depth of the water is only 10 metres. This 
apparently falls short for suitability, and further 
investigation by Progress is occurring. 

The aquaculture community meeting held on the 
18th June, was well attended, and pretty much 
covered most issues already addressed from the 
first meeting.  

 

 

Sam Gordon has supplied his personal email and 
telephone for any questions about the aquaculture 
project. 

Progress members recently met up with 
Shoalhaven city Councillors, key staff and the 
General Manager, on a wish list tour around Callala 
Beach, the results of the bus run have been 
outlined in the minutes from our last meeting of 
which are published within this newsletter. 

Luckily for the northern side of Jervis Bay, we 
slipped under the radar of the recent east coast low 
weather event, with minimal erosion to the beach, 
and an abrupt removal of the dreaded red weed. 

9ÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÏÔÉÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÈÁÓ Á 
special focus on Myola and its connection to 
Indigenous culture and history. Look out for the 
flyer being delivered to houses in Callala Beach and 
Myola (as well as through social media), discussing 
the final stages of the pathway that connects our 
communities. We will have Noel Wellington, 
Indigenous artist, come along to our next meeting 
on July 11th  to discuss his proposed artwork. We 
hope to see you there.  

By joining Progress as a member you shorten the 
conduit for communication on varying types of 
issues or news that affect our local area. For a small 
outlay you can ensure direct communication. 
Membership forms can be downloaded at: 
http://tinyurl.com/j6rexp2  
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Noel Wellington 

Noel will discuss his proposed artwork at the next meeting:   

July 11th Callala Beach Community Hall at 7.30pm.                              

    All are welcome. 

 

.ÏÅÌȭÓ ÐÒÅÌÉÍÉÎÁÒÙ ÓËÅÔÃÈÅÓ 
showing depictions for each 
log 
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Connection to Country 
Noel Wellington Discusses the Myola Artwork Proposal 

Rowena Sierant 

Noel Wellington chatted with me about the proposed Myola installation while he worked on his current project 
at St Georges Basin Public School. It was a fitting venue to be having these discussions for many reasons. We 
sat on the seats that create ÔÈÅ ÃÉÒÃÕÍÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȭ9ÁÒÎÉÎÇ #ÉÒÃÌÅȭ, ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ !ÂÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ÇÁÒÄÅÎȢ 
Surrounded by bush tucker plants, local to the area. The three metre tree stump he is carving fronts this garden 
and is visible to the surrounding community and all who pass by.  Also, what made this place more pertinent 
×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÏÎ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÇÒÏÕÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ .37 $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÓÔÁÔÅÓȟ ȬThe 
strength, diversity, ownership and richness of Aboriginal cultures and Custodianship of Country are respected, 
valued and promoted.ȭ This is what we teach our children. 

 

Noel is a traditional descendant of the Jerrinja Wandi-Wandian Clan. He is also a Board Member of the Jerrinja 
Local Aboriginal Land Council. In addition, he is member of the Aboriginal Advisory Committee for Shoalhaven 
City Council. He is an Elder and a renowned artist.  

The Callala Beach Progress Association envisioned ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÎÁÌ ȬÇÁÔÅ×ÁÙȭ ÐÉÅÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÔÈ×ÁÙȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÌÉÎËÓ 
the Callala Beach and Myola communities, would incorporate Indigenous art. The brief was that it should 
promote thought about the first people of the land on which we now live.  

.ÏÅÌȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ comprises of three carved logs reflecting traditional tree scarring practices in an 
Aboriginal contemporary art form. His sketches for these poles depict aquatic life, a canoe and an artistic 
spiritual figure. Noel has ÐÒÏÐÏÓÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ Á ÓÔÅÅÌ ȬÒÉÖÅÒȭ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ ÂÅ ÁÔÔÁÃÈÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÌÅÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ 
the Currambene Creek which will actually collect and carry rain water. He has discussed this idea with Neil 
Smith who designed the steel frameworks for the mosaic sails. Noel has also had discussions with Lesley Oliver 
(Mosaic Artist) in the hope that mosaics are also incorporated into the final design because he feels this would 
unify the whole project. Noel himself has experimented in this medium.  

Kinship and culture form the backbone of Aboriginal communities. Noel talked about his strong spiritual 
connection to his family. 

(Å ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ-Ù ÁÎÃÅÓÔÒÁÌ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÃÏÍÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ #ÁÒÐÅÎÔÅÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÔ 2ÏÓÅÂÙ 0ÁÒË -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÎ /ÒÉÅÎÔ 0ÏÉÎÔȢȭ  

Noel has many fond memories of his life growing up in this area. These images are often represented 
throughout his artworks. 

Ȭ-Ù ÇÒÁÎÄÆÁÔÈÅÒ ÉÓ $ÁÖÉÄ #ÏÏÍÉÅ-Carpenter. He was recorded by the Aboriginal Institute of Archives in 
Canberra. This ÒÅÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏÏË ÐÌÁÃÅ ÁÔ -ÙÏÌÁ ÉÎ ΧίάΪȢȭ .ÏÅÌ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÅÄȢ Ȭ-Ù ÇÒÁÎÄÆÁÔÈÅÒ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÍ ÈÏ× 
his father made Á ÃÁÎÏÅ ÔÏ ÃÁÒÒÙ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÖÅÒȢȭ 

#ÏÏÍÉÅȭÓ 7ÁÌË ÁÔ !ÂÒÁÈÁÍȭÓ "ÏÓÏÍȟ #ÕÒÒÁÒÏÎÇȟ ÉÓ ÎÁÍÅÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ .ÏÅÌȭÓ ÇÒÁÎÄÆÁÔÈÅÒȢ  

.ÏÅÌ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ4ÈÅ !ÂÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ 3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ -ÁÎ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÓ ÍÙ ÇÒÁÎÄÆÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȢȭ 

Land and sea, spirit and pride, are integral features of Aboriginal life and culture. Connection to country is 
spiritual, physical, social and cultural. The Callala Beach and Myola communities have an opportunity for a 
Jerrinja artist to create an artwork that will encourage reflection and promote a deeper understanding of 
Aboriginal culture. 

4Ï ÃÏÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÏÕÒ ÉÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ×ȟ .ÏÅÌ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÍÙ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÍÙ ÓÔÏÒÙȢȭ  
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PROGRESS STILL NEEDS YOUR HELP 

THINKING OF JOINING CBPA? 
We are always looking for more community members to join the CBPA. Being a member is not a big impost on your 
time. New members mean new ideas to help us promote the welfare of Callala Beach and Myola. Become an active 
member of your community, join the Association and attend our monthly meetings (2nd Monday of each month 
except January).  Next meeting will be held on the Monday 9th May 2016 in the Community Hall.  

PATHWAY PAVERS HAVE YOU ORDERED YET? 

They are running out - It is still not too late to buy a paver for the Callala Beach to Myola shared pathway and see 
your name recorded in local history.  Pavers range in sizes and prices and can be engraved with any graphic or text.  
4ÈÅ #"0! ÉÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÏÒÄÅÒÓȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÍÉÓÓ ÏÕÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅȢ &ÏÒ ÁÎ information pack please email: 

secretary@callalabeach.org.au 
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What happened at the June Meeting?  
 

Trevor Smith opened the meeting at 7.35 welcoming everyone for coming and new attendees. 

Present 12 Members 6 Apologies: Guests: ɀ As per attendance book 

Previous Minutes: were read and moved as correct by: Robyn Hannan and seconded by Wayne Anstiss carried 

Matters arising previous minutes: 

¶ No matters arising from previous minutes 
Correspondence in and out:  

¶ As attached and read by Greg Westlake 
Correspondence in/out accepted. Moved By Rowena Sierant and seconded by Robyn Hannan carried 

Business Arising from Correspondence: 

Trevor Smith discussed the request for support for the carols by candlelight. Last year Progress provided the public liability 
insurance. Trevor put in a lot of time to minimise risks including preparing safe work method statements and organising clean ups 
of the field.  The meeting decided that a donation of $100.00 was more appropriate this year and that we will not provide insurance. 
Greg Westlake to notify the organiser. 

Moved by Sandra Irwin and seconded by Robyn Hannan carried 

Presidents Report: 

Opening of pathway great success. Shelley Handcock acknowledged work by CBPA in parliament for their fundraising efforts. 

Council familiarity tour items raised were: 

¶ Poor stormwater drainage of Quay road- It was agreed that the storm water is more a nuisance as no property is in danger. 
However the pits are definitely to be cleaned out. 

¶ Myola boat ramp repair still to be done. Repair work will occur shortly. 

¶ Handrails on the access ramp at end of Callala Beach Road. It was agreed that the handrails should be extended. 

¶ Why have garbage bins been removed from along the beach front? This is a cost reduction action during the quieter 
months. It was agreed at the meeting that we should pursue this and Greg Westlake is to write a letter accompanied by 
photographs of rubbish at the missing bin locations. 

¶ Tour of the recently opened shared path including artwork. This was well received. 

¶ Bush to be cleared in front of Community Hall for views. It was agreed to carry out thinning of plants not native to that 
beachfront area. 

¶ Greenway Road bush on foreshore is in need of a tidy up. Not discussed. 

¶ The park next to community hall needs a cover that was broken and never replaced over the table and seats. Not likely. 

¶ Blue Harvest have returned from New Zealand and subsurface option may not be an option due to depth issues. 

¶ Blue Harvest will be addressing Public concerns at a Public meeting on the 18th June at 2.30 in the Callala Beach community 
hall. 

¶ 2ÙÁÎ ,ÁÙȭÓ ÖÉÄÅÏ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÄÅÌÁÙÅÄ ÔÏ ΩΦth July, due to a death in the family. 

¶ Model of Myola end of Pathway artwork now on facebook for discussion.  Letter Box drop on Myola residents to be carried 
out to advise them that the artwork will be discussed at the July meeting. Greg Westlake to do letter box drop and door 
knock of residents. 

¶ Next meeting model will be on display. 

Treasurers Report: 

Deferred until next meeting 
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Other Reports:  as printed in the newsletter 

General Business: 

¶ Greg Westlake to attend Coastal erosion workshop at Nowra School of Arts on 28th June. 

¶ Geoff Carne owner of several holiday homes in the area discussed donations to progress association from forfeiture of 
bonds for tenants to deter anti-social behaviour.  Geoff has also sponsored a seat on the pathway at Myola end. Round of 
applause for Geoff. 

¶ Facilities committee to write a submission outlining the fantastic asset our Community hall is to the community.  Copy to 
Greg Westlake. 

¶ All agreed that the Council rationalisation strategic plan for smaller village communities needs to encourage and help 
these communities for decentralisation of Nowra and future growth of these communities not reduce the services 
available. The small seaside communities bring tourist dollars to Shoalhaven Council and money should be spent on 
upgrading not taking away facilities. 

¶ Shared pathway last of the Pavers for sale, only 33 available. 

¶ Report on High Tea fund raiser by Robyn Hanna to be deferred to next meeting. 

¶ Fire break clearing of properties backing onto bushland on Queen Mary Road was discussed.  Potential danger for 
residents as many are absentee owners.  Question was asked if this was a priority of the Bush fire care program. Brendon 
Wills to find out. 

¶ Tools Trash and Treasure Buy Swap and Sell Day fundraiser to be held Saturday 27th August.  8.30-12.30 .  Shoalhaven 
Vintage Machine Club, Local Hot Rods, local Mens Shed to participate. 

¶ Greg Westlake read an email from Dawn Lynch. Dawn is concerned that the residents of Myola will not be advised of the 
proposed artwork and not given a chance to comment. Dawn also suggested that perhaps the artwork could involve more 
community involvement in its construction. Note: Progress intends to do letter box drop to advise residents. 

¶ To reduce costs of Future Newsletter a highlight only of the minutes to be printed with a full copy online. 

 

Meeting closed at 8.30pm 

Next meeting  Monday 11th July, 2016 at 7.30 pm 

 

  

 

 

 

NAIDOC Week  celebrations are held across Australia 

each July to celebrate the history, culture and achievements of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. NAIDOC is 
celebrated not only in Indigenous communities, but by Australians 
from all walks of life. The week is a great opportunity to participate 
in a range of activities and to support your local Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander community. 

 
2016 Theme ɀ Songlines 

Dreaming tracks crisscross Australia and trace the journeys of our ancestral spirits as they created the land, animals 
ÁÎÄ ÌÏÒÅÓȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÄÒÅÁÍÉÎÇ ÔÒÁÃËÓ ÁÒÅ ÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȭ3ÏÎÇÌÉÎÅÓȭ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÒÅÃÏÒÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÖÅÌÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÁÎÃÅÓÔÒÁÌ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÓ 
who 'sung' the land into life. 

These Songlines are recorded in traditional songs, stories, dance and art. They carry significant spiritual and cultural 
connection to knowledge, customs, ceremony and Lore of many Aboriginal nations and Torres Strait Islander 
language groups. 

Songlines are intricate maps of land, sea and country. They describe travel and trade routes, the location of 
waterholes and the presence of food. In many cases, Songlines on the earth are mirrored by sky Songlines, which 
allowed people to navigate vast distances of this nation and its waters. 
 

http://www.naidoc.org.au/
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$!ȭ3 35"-)44%$ ÆÏÒ #ÁÌÌÁÌÁ "ÅÁÃÈÁÎÄ -ÙÏÌÁ 

DA16/1664: Approval for the use of outdoor 
gaming area & solar panels  
43 Callala Beach Road Callala Beach 
 

 

 

 

  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: If you are a member and have an issue or a 
concern why not send it to the editor. These need to be brief and written 
with an intention to have them published. We would love to hear your 
feedback regarding the new layout. Any input or ideas would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Thanks and I look forward to hearing from you. 

Rowena   

editor@callalabeach.org.au 
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