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Callala Wetlands Walk, located between Callala Beach & Callala Bay. A hidden gem.
See the last page of the newsletter for a wetlands walking guide
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P resident ’ s Report
April /M ay 2019
These last months have been very busy for the
Association. Unfortunately, the Liberal candidate
for Gilmore, Warren Mundine, had to cancel his
appointment to speak at our last meeting…at the last
minute. We also had an informative talk from local SES
representatives about disaster preparation and what
was reasonable or not to call the SES in for. The Labor
candidate for Gilmore, Fiona Phillips, will be attending
our May meeting and will give a brief introduction
and a short Q&A. There were some queries at the last
monthly meeting about horses riding on the beach
close to beach goers and comments about horse
manure being left on the beach tracks and parts of the
beach. This issue was further investigated by Councillor
Mitchell Pakes who informed us the following day that
the Rangers are looking at more prominent signage
and instructions for horse owners utilising the beach.
We were happy to see a visit from the Deputy Prime
Minister along with the National’s candidate for
Gilmore, Katrina Hodgkinson, on the shores of Myola
this month, where they were discussing the need
and benefits of the Building Better Regions funding
secured for the Myola Carpark Upgrade Project.

Thanks to Capt. Dave on the Husky Ferry for their trip on
Currambene Creek. We also have an undertaking

Sandra Irwin & Mireille Smith representing the CBPA at the
Anzac Day Ceremony.

from the Labor candidate for Gilmore, Fiona Phillips,
that this funding will also be secure under a Shorten
Labor Government. All this is great news for our
community. Katrina Hodgkinson & Perin Davey, the
Nationals’ NSW Lead Senate candidate also paid the
Association a dedicated visit on the 16th April and
spent close to 2 hours talking face-to-face with three
committee members. See the article about this visit
within this newsletter.
Our annual Easter Trash and Treasure Event held
at the Callala Beach Community Hall was again a
very successful event for the Community and the
Association. A total of just over $1300 was raised to go
towards community projects. We will also be doing
a Democracy Sausage sizzle at the Callala Beach
Community Hall on election day. Well done crew!! Big
thanks to Michele Green, Kelly Green, Clare Carne,
Geoff Carne, Anne Versitano, Sandra Irwin, Fiona
Bowman & support crew for their efforts at this event.
The 2019 Anzac Day Ceremony held at the Callala
Beach RSL Sub-branch was well attended and a big
thanks to Sandra Irwin and Mireille Smith who laid the
wreath for the Association.
Shoalhaven City Council has selected a tenderer
for the design and construction of the Archgate
Bridge. The concept design will involve most of the
bridge structure being fabricated off-site & will allow
for traffic contraflow on the existing bridge and new
bridge during construction, which will keep the road
open for traffic. Some delays are to be expected and
Council will advertise these conditions and dates of
construction prior to construction starting. Construction
will be staged such that Culburra Road will be open to
traffic throughout the works.
South Coast mariculture represented by Mr Sam
Gordon hosted a public meeting on 13th April at the
Callala Beach Community Hall. Mr Hika Rountree the
Operations Manager was unfortunately not able to
attend this meeting. The meeting was well attended
with just over 60 people. The audience was generally
well informed and ask some very relevant questions.
It was great to see the audience had been selfeducating about this project and are quite aware
of the facts associated with the it. A roundup of the
meeting will be published very shortly, but some
interesting information from the meeting is that they
will be trialling a larger number of buoys, but these
buoys will be smaller than the originally planned larger
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buoys. This is a measure put in place to hopefully lessen the
visual impact. There will only be one boat for maintenance
and harvesting of the three aquaculture leases. South Coast
mariculture also plan to implement an online public dashboard
that will give close to real-time updates on items such as
water quality & benthic zone conditions. The start date for the
infrastructure has been delayed, but Sam Gordon informed
us that soon as the contractor arrives, and the conditions are
right in the Bay the installation of the screw piles will begin. For
further information and direct contact details for South Coast
Mariculture visit southcoastmariculture.com.au
Trevor Smith
President

Dr. John C. Wright B.V.Sc.
Culburra Veterinary Clinic
7 Weston Street
Culburra Beach
• 9.00-11.00am weekdays
• 4.00-6.00pm Mon, Tue, Thurs
• 4.00-5.00 Wed, Fri
• 10.00- 12.00 noon Sat
Callala Veterinary
Consulting Room
22 Emmett Street

Did you know
that the CBPA
provides all
the doggie
doo bags for
Callala Beach
and Myola?
We gladly accept donations
from the community and
holiday makers so that we
can continue to provide this
service:
Cheques payable to Callala
Beach Progress Association
Inc. OR direct deposit to IMB
BSB 641-800 account 009
132 476
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CCG has had an extremely busy month
both in the garden and with a variety of
fundraising initiatives.
The garden continues to grow (pun
intended) our sensory garden and kids
section have commenced and our strategy
for disabled viability is proving successful (YAY!)
Many of the CCG family have obtained Working with
Children certification and another successful visit from
Callala Public School was held (approx. 50 students),
amongst other things the students enjoyed learning
about bulbs and each planted different varieties such as
garlic, an absolute joy to witness (pictured below). We
also held a Devonshire tea and plant stall fundraiser at
“the school” at their recent fete, we thank the P&C for
their invitation (the canteen ladies hard at work pictured
below!)
Callala Beach Progress Assoc. held their annual Trash and
Treasure Market on Easter Saturday, this was a fabulous
event, CCG had a plant stall, a cake and preserves
stall and sold Devonshire teas from the canteen. We
sincerely thank CBPA for their ongoing support and
encouragement. Thanks once again to local celebrity
Miss Indie (pictured below spreading her wings!) and
her mum Jennifer for visiting us and their very generous
donations. A few members also sold raffle tickets outside
of IGA (thanks to Ringo and team from IGA) on Easter
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Saturday. This proved to be a very rewarding
day for us, while protecting one person’s
identity we send a HUGE thankyou to the
lady who donated $100 to the raffle ticket
selling team, because she supports the
CCG project.
Thanks must also go to Mario who continues to
provide CCG with plants and seedlings.
Our DA is still working its way through Council, we continue
to apply for grants and we will continue to fundraise, our
vision for “growth” does not need any “fertiliser” and we
are all learning patience, which should make us all quite
virtuous!
The support and encouragement from the greater
community, various local businesses and groups as well
as the pollies from all levels and “persuasions” continues
to amaze.
Thank you to everyone who donated their time and
products this month, particularly our ever faithful and
hardworking members.
We encourage you to join us at our next monthly meeting
(details below) or catch up with our ongoing adventures
on our Facebook page.
Any questions please contact Robyn Hannan on 0417
259 392
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ARMSTRONG CONTRACTING
PTY LTD
Specialising in Waterproofing
Bathrooms, Balconies, Planter Boxes and Roofing
Joint Sealing
Fire rated, Panel Joints, Saw Cuts and Floor Joints
Contact: Robert Daniels
Mobile: 0414 011 089
Phone: 02 4446 6632
Waterproofing Licence No 163162C
Master Builders Association Membership No 1849190
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ModificAtion
request shAolin
teMPle & tourist
develoPMent
Extract from the South Coast Register – By Robert Crawford
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/story/5925046/shaolin-templeproject-update-and-open-day-saturday/

T

he Shaolin Temple Foundation has lodged a formal modification
application for its proposed temple development at Comberton
Grange, Falls Creek, south of Nowra, including a move to deliver
the project across a 10 to 15-year period.

The updated plans were lodged in February this year with the Department
of Planning and Environment (DPE) and will go on public exhibition soon.
The modifications have been proposed to better manage potential
environmental impacts and incorporate the protection of riparian zones,
habitat corridors, Aboriginal and European heritage, water and soil
quality.
The Shaolin Temple Project, which it is estimated will inject $6.2 million
annually in tourist visitation spend and approximately 600 direct local
jobs, includes a Zen Meditation Hall, Kung Fu Hall, various religious
buildings, accommodation for monks, students and guests, a convention
centre, retail and hospitality facilities, teaching and education facilities
and a cultural museum.
Located approximately 12 kilometres south of Nowra, off Comberton
Grange Road, the Shaolin Temple Project is being designed by Australia’s
leading architect, Glenn Murcutt, who is renowned for his sensitivity to
landscape.
The modification a pplication l odged s eeks t o s eparate p ublic and
private spaces to improve harmony with the natural features of the site.
The MODIFICATION REQUEST SHAOLIN TEMPLE & TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
can be viewed/downloaded from this web link:
https://tinyurl.com/y3l8anmq
The Shaolin Temple Project also has a dedicated website at:
https://www. shaolintemplenowra.com.au
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Callala Bay Shopping Centre
Emmett St, Callala Bay

Lot 6/1 Parkes
Cres, Callala
Beach NSW 2540
02 4446 4227
A beach-side salon which specialise in creative
colour and precision cutting.
We pride ourselves on quality and
perfection…. come in and B ELITE!
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A Brief History of Shore
Based W haling in J ervis Bay
By Greg Jackson

I

n 1840 Captain Kinghorne established a shore
based whaling station on the north-eastern side of
Jervis Bay, near Cabbage Tree Point.

Captain W Kinghorne, 1834.
William Kinghorne (1796–1878), marine captain,
landowner and whaling station proprietor, came
to the colonies from Scotland, leaving Leith on the
Castle Forbes just after his twenty-fifth birthday in
August 1821. He set up the first shore based whaling
station in Jervis bay in the late 1830’s on the ‘Mount
Jervis’ property belonging to his father Alexander
Kinghorn at Cabbage Tree Point (see Image 2). In
1841 there were 14 unnamed men living in a timber
house at this location aged between 21 and 45 years.
Little is known about these whalers but a clue may
be a 1909 Map below showing an aboriginal reserve
abutting the south border of the Kinghorm Mt Jervis
estate.
A 1909 map shows the Aboriginal reserve south the
Kinghorn property of Mt Jervis and the approximate
location of the whaling station circled in red.
The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser
reported on the 17 June 1841 that a group of men
fishing in the bay ‘formed part of a whaling station
belonging to a Mr. Kinghorn and their occupation is,
during the winter to look for whales, and in summer
to catch smaller fish, which are salted, dried and
forwarded to Sydney for sale’.
There was a probable extension of whaling into
Crookhaven Bight by the portage of whale boats
across the narrow isthmus from Cararma Inlet to
Crookhaven Bight. It is possible that a cut was made
through the dunes to make this portage easier. Local
stories insist that Caramar Creek was connected
to Crookhaven Bight in the 19th Century (Wolf A.
1989:7). Reported remains of cottages on Hare Point
and Chinaman’s Beach may be the remains of
the porter’s (circled in green on image). To keep a
lookout for whales simultaneously in Jervis Bay and
Crookhaven Bight would require a high vantage
point. Two such vantage points of approximately 20

meter elevation exist on the Jervis estate.
How long the whaling station functioned for is
unknown but The Sydney Morning Herald reported
on 31 January 1859 that a ship had been wrecked
at Point Perpendicular Jervis Bay. The crew ‘making
their way through the bush they came on the station
of Mr. James Kinghorn, Esq., whose superintendent
Mr. Seaborough rendered them every assistance’.
So it would appear that the whaling station was still
operational in 1859.
There is reports of whaling on the Southern side of
the bay in the 1860’s, in the area of Bristol Rocks and
Green Patch, some of the whaling families living in
the township settlement of New Bristol. This whaling
may have been opportunistic, used to supplement
the income of the local fishermen. On a visit to Jervis
Bay in February 2013 a small piece of whale bone
was observed on the beach at Bristol Point by Sydney
University archaeology students.
Passing whaling ships regularly called into the bay
for wood, water and to clean their ships. In 1912
four Norwegian whaling ships made the Bay their
home and caught 158 whales. The following year
they caught 379 whales, the Norwegians received
permission to set up a factory ship on the north side
of the bat at Cabbage Tree Point, the same spot as
William Kinghorn’s station. The factory ship was Lock
Tay and the chasers were the Campbell, Lionel and
Sorrell. The Sydney Morning Herald 28 August 1912
reported that the Lock Tay had a crew of 90 and
the 3 whale chasers had crews of 10 each, despite
this history whales still visit the bay during their north
and south migration. The whaling industry never really
established itself in the Bay and finally finished when
the Federal Government began its navy operations
at H.M.A.S. Creswell. With the usual summer north
easterly winds blowing the smell of rotting and
cooked whale carcasses in Creswell’s direction, the
new fledgling industry lost government approval in
1917. In 1913 537 whales were caught, with a yield of
only 3,000 barrels of oil, and whaling in Jervis Bay was
no longer an economically viable proposition.
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Early industrial societies used whale
oil widely in oil lamps and to make
soap and margarine. With the
commercial development of the
petroleum industry and vegetable
oils, the use of whale oils declined
considerably from its peak in the
19th century into the 20th century. In
the 21st century, with most countries
having banned whaling, the sale and
use of whale oil has practically ceased.
Whale oil was obtained by boiling
strips of blubber harvested from
whales. The removal is known as
“flensing” and the boiling process
was called “trying out”. The boiling
was carried out on land in the case
of whales caught close to shore
or beached. On longer deep-sea
whaling expeditions, the trying-out
was done on the ship, so that the
waste carcass could be thrown
away to make room for the next
catch.
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43 Callala Beach Rd, Callala Beach

4446 5313

7 Day Courtesy Bus Available
Commencing at 4 pm, please ring the Club to be picked up (on the hour
from Callala Bay and on the half hour from Callala Beach and Myola)

Free Wi-Fi available at the club.
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C allala Beach
V olunteer Rural
Fire Brigade
April 2019
FIRE SEASON
Once again call outs were at a minimum during April
and as a result we were able to continue our focus on
maintenance issues.
Hazard Reduction Burns planned throughout the
Shoalhaven area have been completed using
combined crews from local brigades.
Following preliminary clearing work, the Hazard
Reduction Burn scheduled for the back of Queen
Mary Street was successfully completed prior to Easter.

The Brigade would like to thank the Callala Beach
community for their tolerance of smoke conditions
during this process.

BACKYARD BURNS
If planning a cleanup burn, residents are required to
notify Shoalhaven
Fire Control (44244424) and neighbours 24 hours before
burning.
Please report all fires to 000

COMMUNITY AWARENESSAND RECRUITMENT DRIVE
The Community Education Van was out in full force
at the Progress Association’s Easter Fete outside the
Callala Beach Hall! The truck and equipment were
a huge hit with the many children clambering to be
aboard. Maps and information packs including bush
fire survival plans, how to prepare homes and property,
and safety tips when bushwalking or camping in fire
season were popular with the public. It was clear
that the community was appreciative of volunteers’
time given. Our single biggest challenge still remains

addressing the need for more volunteers to boost
Brigade participation in protecting our community from
fire hazards. Many of our home owners are absentee
leaving a smaller pool of permanent residents from
which to draw. If you or someone you know would
like to be part of this community service we would
love to hear from you. Membership information packs
are also available from the Callala Beach Station or
Shoalhaven Rural Fire Service, 92 Albatross Rd., South
Nowra or online www.rfs.nsw.gov.au
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AGM
The date Monday May 6 has now
been approved by Fire Control. The
meeting will commence at 6.30 at the
station. All welcome.
Gaye Clifton on behalf of Jacqui Cox (Captain)

CULBURRA & DISTRICTS
COMBINED HEALTH SERVICE
The Culburra & Districts Combined Health Service (CDCHS) is a unique
service in our area that you can access to go to a hospital or doctor’s
appointment in the area by booking in at Culburra Beach Pharmacy for
the bus to pick you up or drop you off. You can donate good quality
items to the op shop which help keep our ambulance
station in the area and maintain the bus and
medical centre.
Volunteer drivers are always needed, you
only need an ordinary licence (class C) to
drive the CDCHS bus, ring Neil on 44474713
or to volunteer a few hours at the op shop ring
Jeanette on 44475075.
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T he Nationals Candidate For
G ilmore V isits Callala Beach

O
Beach.

n Tuesday April 16th, the Hon Katrina
Hodgkinson, Nationals’ candidate for
Gilmore, and Perin Davey, the Nationals’
NSW Lead Senate candidate, visited Callala

Ms Hodgkinson was the former NSW Minister for
Primary Industries and Small Business and she has
represented communities in southern NSW for more
than 18 years.
Ms Davey is a passionate advocate for rural and
regional families, especially farming families. She is
committed to the ideal of country communities being
vibrant places to live, raise a family and do business.
Both women met with representatives of the Callala
Beach Progress Association Executive team: Trevor
Smith (President), Anne Versitano (Secretary), Fiona
Bowman (Treasurer) and Geoff Brennan (Committee
member).
Ms Hodgkinson and Ms Davey were most genuinely
interested to learn about the issues concerning our
local community and areas where local residents
would like to see improvements.
They learned of the projects and fundraising events
that the association has been and are involved with,
and key projects that have been completed and
those in the pipeline currently. In particular, there
was considerable discussion of the Jervis Bay Active

Transport Improvements- Myola Project, which will
see considerable infrastructure improvements to
the northern end of Catherine St, such as improved
access to the Myola – Huskisson ferry, a new car park,
public amenities and more pathways for increased
accessibility.
The other exciting project which was discussed
was the new outdoor gym to be positioned in the
reserve adjacent to the Community Hall. This is being
designed to meet the needs of youth, adults and the
aged and disabled in our community who will be
using the equipment for better health outcomes.
Ms Hodgkinson has called for a Commonwealth Dairy
Advocate to be put in place in a re-elected Federal
Coalition Government. This advocate would ensure
that farmers are made aware of their rights, get a fair
share, and they would be able to mediate between
farmers and processors. She also announced that a
Coalition government have pledged $5 million for
a Veterans’ Wellbeing Centre in Nowra. This centre
would bring together key services for veterans
and their families, including local health services,
community organisations, advocacy and wellbeing
support.
The Callala Beach Progress Association are most
appreciative of both Ms Hodgkinson and Ms Davey,
in the effort they made to learn of our successes,
concerns and requests for future improvements to
our beach community here at Callala.

Katrina Hodgkinson & Perin Davey meeting at Callala Beach

CALLALA BEACH NEWS | April-May 2019

16

17

CALLALA BEACH NEWS | April-May 2019

Callala Bay Pharmacy
Shop 2/ 55 Emmett St, Callala Bay 44464251
Monday-Friday 9-5:30, Saturday 9-12:30

FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Webster packing • Blood pressure monitoring
Diabetes Supplies • Gifts • Baby weighing
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Click Here to Pay Noww
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